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COMPANY SECRETS EXPOSED ON THE PRINTER 
Fellowes urges businesses to prevent careless confidentiality in the office 

 
Fellowes, makers of the world’s toughest shredders, is helping accountants to empower their 

employees with a free-to-download asset pack to help protect confidential company information. 

 

Research* shows that more than a quarter of office workers (27%) leave behind confidential paper-

based information on a printer, 15 % on a scanner, and even in plain view of the wider workforce in 

the staff canteen (12%).  

 

It’s time for businesses to act and emphasise the importance of protecting confidential information 

in line with National Identity Fraud Prevention Month.  Document security specialists, Fellowes, is 

encouraging businesses to launch a ‘Shred it Challenge’ during National Identity Fraud Prevention 

Month this October. 

 

Away from the workplace, almost a quarter (23%) of office workers leave behind confidential paper-

based information belonging to the company on a train or bus, and some 15% even recall leaving 

documents in a pub and a further 12% in a café or restaurant for the next person to see. 

 

Darryl Brunt, sales and marketing director at Fellowes, said: “Businesses really should take extra care 

when destroying sensitive documents as our research shows that employees are becoming far too 

complacent with the security of company information. 

  

“As soon as you hit print, or you no longer need copies, then destroy to protect. Information really 

isn’t secure until it’s shredded! If confidential information falls into the wrong hands, then the 

repercussions can be detrimental to a company. 

 

“Our downloadable assets will help raise awareness of the issue to ensure every employee is 

thinking about shredding before it’s too late.” 

 

Educate and inform employees about the issues surrounding fraud, by visiting www.stop-

idfraud.co.uk.  

http://www.fellowes.com/gb/en/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.fellowes.com/gb/en/aboutus/Pages/press-and-media.aspx
http://www.fellowes.com/gb/en/aboutus/Pages/press-and-media.aspx
http://www.stop-idfraud.co.uk/
http://www.stop-idfraud.co.uk/


 
 
Top tips for companies 
 

• Register with Companies House and make sure you sign-up to their Electronic Filing, PROOF 

& Monitor services which help to prevent fraudsters changing the names of your directors 

and effectively ‘hijacking’ your company 

• Make sure all staff are fully aware of the risk of identity fraud. Create a clear set of 

guidelines concerning the handling, storage, sharing and disposal of sensitive information, 

both online and off-line 

• Always make sure that unwanted information is disposed of properly and securely. As well 

as paper, don’t forget to shred CDs and always make sure that information on old computers 

is wiped clean before throwing them out 

• Always check the identity of your customers. Both business and consumer credit reference 

agencies offer a wide range of solutions to authenticate and verify the existence and identity 

of customers 

 
-ENDS- 

 
 
For media enquiries contact Sam Bramwell on 01625 822 200 or email: Sam.Bramwell@mccann.com 

Notes to Editors: 
 
*The research was commissioned by office specialist Fellowes and conducted by One Poll in August 
2013. For this report, qualitative research was carried out among 2000 employed UK adults. 

About Fellowes 

Fellowes, Inc. offers an extensive range of products to equip the workspace, including paper 
shredders, binders, laminators, desktop accessories and record storage solutions. 

Founded in 1917 by Harry Fellowes and headquartered in Itasca, Illinois, Fellowes, Inc. employs more 
than 1,200 people throughout the world and has operations in 15 countries. Visit fellowes.com for 
more information. 

 

 

mailto:Sam.Bramwell@mccann.com
http://www.fellowes.com/gb/en/Pages/default.aspx

